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His Excellency, Albert R. Ramdin, OAS Assistant Secretary General,

Distinguished Ambassadors and Alternative Representatives,

Distinguished Delegates of the CIM, Observers and Civil Society

Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ms. Carmen Lomellin

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I wish to extend a warm welcome to you assembled here to address our attention to matters pertaining to the Second Regular Executive Meeting of the CIM for the biennium 2006-2008. 

First of all, I would like to thank the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin for his insightful remarks; and congratulate him on his fresh analysis. We appreciate the strong support that he has demonstrated for the work of the CIM. I wish to assure Ambassador Ramdin that his new and timely initiative to mainstream youth into the work of the OAS will find ready support with the CIM as we seek to explore synergies between his vision and our work.

Before I address my mind to matters of our Special Assembly, allow me to preface my remarks by adding my congratulations to Argentina for embracing the gender thrust in its politics as recently evidenced in Chile - and many other member states preceding it - in its first election of a female president in the person of former First Lady Christina Fernandez Kirchner. As we seek to strongly encourage more women to enter into the political process in the hemisphere, we anticipate with great expectations; a critical mass of hemispheric female leaders for real transformation to continue in achieving gender parity within the hemisphere.

With regard to our recently concluded, Seventh Special Assembly of the CIM, I wish to applaud its success. At this Assembly, the landmark Declaration of San Salvador on Gender, Violence and HIV (CIM/doc.4/07) was approved with full consensus. I am pleased to commend our progress in amending (and approving) the Legal Instruments of the CIM to better reflect the times in which we currently operate.

Amid our successes, however, we have to reiterate the fact that the CIM continues to function with a very ambitious catalogue of mandates and a deficit of resources – human, technical and financial – to effectively execute its work. While we remain appreciative of the additional staffing, especially with the recent arrival of specialist Magaly Mc Lean, who brought our staff complement to eight, there is still a disproportionate allocation of mandates to manpower - and the commensurate monies - to fulfill them. As we soldier on hamstrung by a threadbare budget; we still try valiantly to attract external funding for advancing our work – especially in our newer topics of Gender and Migration and Gender and Natural Disasters. 

This particular Executive Meeting officially marks the winding down of half of the current biennium. The coming year promises to be an extraordinarily busy one for the CIM as its ushers in fast and furious, a spate of activities for the CIM. Having just successfully completed the first multilateral round of MESECVI, which resulted in the production of the Hemispheric Report, presented by the Committee of Experts (CEVI), we commence 2008 by embarking on the Second Conference of State Parties to the MESECVI scheduled for Venezuela. Hard on the heels of this, we are proposing the holding of a MESECVI Meeting with Civil Society and NGOs involved in combating gender-based violence. In March 2008, the CIM in coordination with PAHO; will be hosting a history-making Special Session of the OAS Permanent Council to address the Multidimensional Aspects of HIV/AIDS. CIM’s stake in this endeavour will be to heighten awareness on the crucial intersection between gender-based violence, especially violence against women and girls, and the relentless increase in HIV infection. 

To complement our work on HIV, the CIM will be undertaking two major projects, one in the Central American sub-region and the other in CARICOM to increase capacity and address competencies in the nexus between HIV and gender-based violence - as well as to address the human rights dimension of HIV from its gendered aspects. We are very encouraged by the positive response that we have received for these two vital projects from the People’s Republic of China, the Spanish Corporation and UNIFEM.

As we consider the whirlwind of activities for 2008, I am cognizant that there will be a tremendous amount of work to do in preparation for the 2010 International Year of the Women of the Americas, which was approved at the last OAS General Assembly AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07). Yet, it would be remiss of me not to highlight the fact that the 80th Anniversary of the CIM falls on February 18, 2008. I hope that we can have a productive discussion on this important anniversary of the CIM and come to a decision as to how we wish to commemorate this event. It would be unfortunate for such a notable anniversary in the calendar of CIM’s courageous existence to fall into the penumbra, due to the plethora of activities that we have scheduled - especially for the first quarter of 2008.

I would like now to turn our attention to the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) and to underscore the importance of the IAP in giving visibility to – and galvanizing support for – the gender mainstreaming efforts of the CIM. The IAP, through the SEPIA process has attained significant progress in cementing the role and the work of the CIM at the national, sub-regional and hemispheric levels. Moreover, it has maximized the work of the CIM from the realm of formulating hemispheric policy into impacting the implementation of that policy into the projects, plans and programmes of the OAS.  

This momentum must not be lost as we seek to make an even greater impact into areas such as Science and Technology. I wish to applaud the CIM for our insertion into the work of Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT), held on September 20-21, 2007 in Washington, DC; by having the first-ever plenary of COMCYT devoted to a gender perspective. 

Further, I wish to note, with satisfaction, the incredible success realized at the IV Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Labour (IACML) held in Trinidad and Tobago during September 11-13, 2007, where CIM presented on embedding gender in labour process.
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As I close, I want to highlight a very critical area which has the potential to create a quantum shift in the way that gender concerns are addressed in our hemisphere. I am convinced that business-as-usual is stymieing the multiplier effect that could be realized by incorporating a gender perspective into all aspects of our economies. Therefore, in anticipation of the findings of Nicaragua on gender equity in municipal public finances, I should like to strongly encourage delegates of this august body to mount a concerted fight for a line item in your respective national budgets, solely allocated to gender which ought to be at a minimum 2% of the GDP. This thinking is in keeping with the call for gender responsive budgeting initiatives as one of the conclusions of the 8th Commonwealth Women’s Affairs Ministers Meeting in Kampala, Uganda in June 2007.

As I declare open this Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee, I look forward to our deliberations being able to produce solid results and moving us closer to the deliverables that we promised at the start of this biennium.


I thank you.
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